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came of age on a farm in the heart of Pennsylvania’s Amish country. He spent
his boyhood running feral through the woods that ringed the open farmland,
and exploring the creek that wended through the property and emptied into
the nearby Susquehanna River. Tom connected with nature, with the animals
both domestic and wild, but wanderlust would pull him off that farm and he
would explore the world at large, ultimately becoming a modern master of
the fine art of photomontage. His work transfixes with its juxtaposed images
that beg the viewer to consider other realities that, though not impossible, are
highly improbable. And to consider our ties to nature and the seamless fabric
woven of all life and rocks and air and water. A fabric we have torn asunder for
the greed of money. “How could someone put their pocketbook ahead of their
children’s future?” Tom asks. And there is no answer.  continued on page 12
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CVWMA does not
accept shredded
paper in our
residential recycling
and dropoff
recycling programs.

The shreds clog
machinery, contaminate
glass processing, and
end up as litter inside
the material
recovery facility.

Central Virginia Waste Management Authority

Questions about your residential recycling service?

804 340 0900
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National Night Out

On MacArthur Avene

Top: The Fords of Nottoway with a treat from one of the many MacArthur merchants.

Above left and right: Willa James with a hitchiker, Jonathan Austin playing with fire,
and Catherine McGuigan and Vickie Hall of Stir Crazy Cafe.

VEN AN HOUR

before National Night

Out had officially begun,

there were already a hun-

dred people gathered on

MacArthur Avenue. The

event on August 6 lasted
from 6 till 8 pm, and throughout the
night some 700 people made their
way up and down the 4000 block of
MacArthur. Sponsored by the Belle-
vue Merchants Association, National
Night Out has become the second
most popular event held along the
business strip in the neighborhood’s
heart. It was an evening of family-fun
activities—including the ever-popular
misting tent (perfect for a sweltering
late summer evening)—and a time
for members of the local constabu-
lary and other first responders to meet
with the citizenry they are sworn to
serve and to protect. Of course, na-
tive Northsider Jonathan Austin was
there to amaze and astound with
magic, manual dexterity, death-defy-
ing feats atop a unicycle, and a schtick
that could make a dead man groan.

Virtually every Bellevue merchant of-
fered a variety of food and beverages.
Jimmy and Daniella Tsamouras, co-
owners Demis, served up a massive
quantity of paella, which has become a
tradition at the annual event. Thatalong
with the root beer floats compliments
of Bob and Rob Kocher of Once Upon
A Vine. To accompany the frosty bev-
erages, Classic Touch Cleaning handed
out bags of popcorn. And watermelon
was available from Little Green Grocer.
Next door to Richs Stitches, where you
could get a chilled bottle of water, Stir
Crazy passed out oatmeal raisin cook-
ies and iced tea. Down the street, at the
mill on MacArthur, they dished out
the finest Key Lime Pie this side of Key
West. And over at Zorba’s Pizza, Santos
and company provided garlic knots,
while Bellevue resident Larry Brown
scooped out bowls of ice cream. At
Dots Back Inn, they served chicken
wings, and across the street, next to
one of the misting tents and a constant
stream of music, Robert Shore and his
team from Decatur’s Garage served up
snow cones, the perfect antidote to the
August heat and humidity.



My Outdoor Project

Let Victor Make Your Outdoor Project, His Outdoor Project

LANDSCAPING no job too large, or too small
CUSTOM-FENCING and MULCHING

Contact

VICTOR AYALA
master mason and landscaper

804 912 9789
my_new_project@outlook.com
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Local Business News

by CHARLES MCGUIGAN

Early Bird Biscuit Recognized
Again and Again and Again

ARLY BIRD BISCUITCO,
with two locations now,
one in the Fan and the
other in Bellevue, seems to
be consistently recognized
as Richmond’s premier
purveyor of home-made
biscuits. “Recently, we were blessed
enough to be recognized by Richmond
Magazine, which is alocal publication,”
says Early Bird owner Tim Laxton.
“And this wasn't a peer award. This was
folks who took time out of their day to
actually vote for us. In the breakfast
category they voted us the best biscuit
or breakfast sandwich in Richmond”

Early Bird biscuits have also been sin-
gled out nationally. Two years back,
Garden & Gun magazine listed Early
Bird as one of the top ten biscuit desti-
nations in the South “worth the drive”

“And our ham biscuit was recognized
by the Food Network,” says Tim. “We
use Edwards Ham out of Surry, Vir-
ginia. None of that other stuff. No imi-
tations.” Early Bird’s also been featured
on the Cooking Channel’s Cheap Eats.

Wee sitting at an enamel-topped ta-
ble in his shop on Bellevue Avenue.
They've just locked the door after a
busy morning, and Tim still sports his
baker’s shirt. He's been very pleased
with the North Side location.

“We're really loving the new faces over
here on Bellevue Avenue,” he says. “It
seems there are a lot of younger folks
coming to the neighborhood, and
I'm liking the new energy we're find-
ing over here. It's a nice diverse mix of
people. It shows our price points are
where they need to be. I mean where
can you go and get a cup of coffee and
a biscuit for under five bucks? And
they’re made with the best ingredients
and made with a lot of care”

Earlier this summer, Early Bird
teamed up with Canon & Draw Brew-
ing Company in the Fan for a popup
series. “Its been a fun run to add a
few things outside of what were do-
ing with the bakery, kind of get out of
the bakery and get outdoors and meet

Early Bird Biscuit owner Tim Laxton at his Bellevue Avenue location.

some new people and collaborate with
some of the beers theyre making;’
Tim tells me.

Tim, who was bred-and-buttered on
Virginias Eastern Shore, has a strong
sense of community, and a desire to
always give back. To that end, this past
spring, Early Bird Biscuit’s Fan location
hosted a “gospel brunch” to benefit
Feed the Streets RVA. “Feed the Streets
is a local organization that is very fo-
cused on the community and helping
out folks that are down on their luck,
Tim tells me. “We had a gospel choir
come in and there was some real en-
ergy in the building that day”

All the proceeds from that entire Sun-
day went directly to Feed the Streets.
”We wrote them a check for about
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$1,500 that day;” Tim says.

On hand that day this past May was
a film crew. “They shot an episode
for American Road Trip that will be
broadcast on Netflix in the fall;” says
Tim. “It just keeps happening, its so
cool” And then with his customary
humility, Tim downplays himself. “It’s
not me, man,” he says, “Its my team. I
couldn’t do it without them?”

He has instructed his entire staff of 12
employees to always show apprecia-
tion. “I instill in all of the people that
work for the bakery that you have to
make sure that you thank the custom-
er, and you have to also realize that
theyre the people that pay your sal-
ary, Tim says.

And every employee is paid well. “Not

a single person that works for either of
the bakeries makes less than $12.50 an
hour,” says Tim. “I'm not getting rich
by doing that, but I think it does im-
pact the level of service that the cus-
tomers get. It keeps people from going
to the fast food place”

Tim Laxton leans back in his chair. He
raises his arms in a stretch. “Five years
later after our inception, I think it’s
pretty cool that we're still being recog-
nized and we'e still relevant,” he says.

Early Bird Biscuit Co
Tuesday-Friday, 7am-1pm;
Saturday, 7am-12pm

1221 Bellevue Avenue
(804) 553-3866

119 North Robinson Street
(804) 335-4570
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moving doesn’t
have to
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Creating Community

One Home At A Time 804.874.9709

dangeloRVArealtor
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Licensed in VA
Virginia Capital Realty
1106 N Thompson

RVA 23230

Featured On HGTV
House Hunters

Complimentary Portrait
Session At Closing
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BERRY'S
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Dutch Kettle & McCutcheons
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Mechanicsville, VA 23116
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Cl:l VACUUM

SAI.ES

On all bags and accessories with this ad
Mon-Fri, 9-5 | Thurs, 9-6 | Sat, 9-2
7601 Brook Road | 262-9683
www.cfivacuum.com

DECATUR'S
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Round the CarService

Bellevue’s Full-Service

Auto Repair for 25 Years
Bobby Shore

4031 MacArthur Avenue
Richmond, VA 23227

(804) 262-7582
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EXPRESS

Pizza - Pasta - Subs

FULL ITALIAN MENU
NY. Style Pizzas
Baked Spaghetti
Fettucini Alfredo

Lasagna - Manicotti
Ravioli - Tortellini
Veal Marsala
Chicken Marsala
Veal Parmigiana
Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Parmigiana
Calzone - Stromboli
Selection of Subs
Selection of Salads
Tiramisu - Canoli

And Much More!
FREE DELIVERY

Monday-Thursday, 1am-10pm;
Friday & Saturday, 1lam-11pm;
Sunday, Noon-10pm

4026 MACARTHUR AVENUE
264-5370

AXSELLE

AUTO
SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR 68 YEARS

Foetn Phice,
LDone Ak,

YOUR FULL SERVICE
NEIGHBORHOOD AUTO
SERVICE CENTER

MONDAY—FRIDAY 7—5:30

5519 LAKESIDE AVENUE
RICHMOND, VA 23228

266-3574

AUTOSERVICERICHMOND.COM

Kambourian Jewelers
Prepares to Move West

Left: Nathan Kambourian at his jeweler’s bench.

Right: Joey Kambourian in the Carytown showroom.

RICHMOND’S PREMIER JEWELERS
will be leaving Carytown and open-
ing a new shop this September
on Grove Avenue near Libbie, the
West End shopping district home
to many locally-owned businesses.
Additionally, Kambourian Jewel-
ers will also have a presence on the
second floor of the Branch House,
what may well be the most stun-
ning structure on all of Monument
Avenue, and home to Richmond’s
American Institute of Architects.

Currently, all merchandise at the Cary
Street location is up to fifty percent off.
“But that’s only until the move date,”
says co-owner Joey Kambourian.

He and his brother, Nathan Kambouri-
an, are taking over the family business
as their mother, Melissa Kambourian,
and their uncle, Haig Kambourian,
slip into a soft retirement. Both Haig
and Melissa will remain active in the
business. Haig will be running the of-
fice at the Branch House.

For the Kambourians, the creation of
fine jewelry is an intergenerational af-
fair stretching back to the 19th century.

“Its a proud family name,” Joey says.
“We had two jewelers over in Arme-
nia, and five over here.

Seven generations.”

Joey’s brother, Nathan, does all the jew-
elry making and repairs. “I do the stone
sourcing and that sort of thing;” says
Joey. “And we both do design work”

Nathan mentions jewelry the Kam-
bourians designed and crafted with a
“Lord of the Rings” theme. Joey nods.
“That was a collaboration between me,
Nathan and Dee (Haig),” he says. “Na-
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than made the sapphire ring and I did
the diamond ring with Dee’s help?”

Like much of the work at Kambou-
rians, these Tolkein-inspired pieces
were a custom order. “It's so much fun
when people have that wild of an idea,”
Joey says.

At their new location on Grove, the
Kambourians will continue most of
their services there on-site. “Appraisals
will always be one of the services we of-
fer there;” says Joey. “We'll have stand-
ard hours of operation. We probably
will have kind of open office where
you can just come by and talk with
us about design work and browse the
showroom, but were hoping to move
toward a more appointment-based
schedule for custom-design work”

All the other business will be conduct-
ed out of the Kambourian office in the
Branch House. “Dee (Haig) will have
appointment-only gold buying at the
Branch House,” Joey says. “We won't
be doing any buying at the Grove Av-

enue location.”

“Well still do the repair work,” says
Joey. “Nathan will still be doing all of
our repairs, but his bench for repair
work will be at the Branch House”

“And we'll always be available to create
any piece of jewelry you can think of;”
Nathan adds.

Kambourian Jewelers

3141 West Cary Street, Richmond, VA
23221 (current location)

5706 Grove Avenue second floor, Rich-
mond, VA 23226 (new location after
mid-September)

Tues-Fri, 10-6; Sat, Noon-5

(804) 254-4653

Stir Crazy
Cafe Extends
Its Hours

STIR CRAZY CAFE FAIRLY BUSTLES
from the moment the door opens
in the morning until the lock snaps
shut in the evening. This past spring,
owners Tre and Vickie Hall really
beefed up the menu at what has be-
come one of the North Side’s favorite
spots. Part of it’s the ambience (which
is like your own living/dining room),
part of it’s the baristas and other staff,
but it’s also the extraordinary food
and beverages they serve up, and the
customers, who are almost familial
in their interactions.

So that people can get a little more of
Stir Crazy, hours have been extended
to seven in the evening on Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday. “Hopefully it will
catch on,” says Tre Hall. “The menu
stays the same including breakfast all
day. And if this works out we'll go to
seven, seven days a week”

Stir Crazy Café

Mon-Thur, 7-5; Fri, 7-7;

Sat & Sun, 7:30-7

4015 MacArthur Ave, Richmond, VA
23227

(804) 864-0264
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TOM CHAMBERS HAS A MIND THAT COLLECTS IMAGES,

each one stored away, stamped on a series of neurons, and when that circuit of neurons is excited by a synaptic flash,
the image comes back to him in sharpened focus. But itis not a single image that compels him to create art. Instead it's a
jumbleofthemthatalignthemselvesandcreateasomehowcohesivewhole. Whenhisbrainutterlyrelaxes,orwhenhetreads
onthatthresholdtosleepand pausesforamomenttoolong, thoseimages merge to formideasthatrun through hishead.
Andifheisluckyenough, hewill capture thoseimages thatwill one daybecome a photomontage. Hewill pick up a Post-It
and draw out a three-by-three thumbnail, and later pin it to the wall of his studio. That, though, is only the beginning.

“That little sketch gives me a direction that I don't
forget,” Tom Chambers tells me. “Instead of taking
pictures, I build pictures”

Some of the earliest images Tom collected came from
the family farm he grew up on in Lancaster County.
Pennsylvania. By agricultural standards, it was a fair-
ly small farm—about ninety acres or so. They grew
wheat, soy bean, corn and tobacco. Raised steer and
pigs. Tom’s grandfather, Wilson Chambers, had pur-
chased it during the Great Depression, and through-
out the summer and into the fall, Tom and his four
brothers would often roam through the woods sur-
rounding it, overturning rocks, climbing trees, suck-
ing in the natural world which freely allowed them to
delight in her charms.

That farmhouse in rural Pennsylvania pulsed with
creativity. Both his grandfather and grandmother
were visual artists; he an illustrator, she a painter. It
was his grandmother who taught Tom to paint and
to draw. She was patient with him and nurtured his
creative streak. Tom's grandfather was part of the
Brandywine School. After all, the Chambers’ place
was less than an hour away from Chadds Ford Town-
ship, home to legendary illustrator N.C. Wyeth. So
there was that influence early on, and though his
grandfather was drawn to the work of the elder Wy-
eth, Tom preferred the paintings of Andrew, whose
landscapes and interiors, as barren as they might
seem, radiated pure emotion that could sear the eyes.

When he wasn't out exploring the woodlands, Tom
would travel with his father to that impounded
eight-mile stretch of the Susquehanna River called
Lake Clarke, which was a Depression-era initiative
that produced hydroelectric power. On that lake, the
Chambers would canoe or sail for hours on end. “My
dad was a boat builder, that was one of his hobbies,’
says Tom. “And we had a lot of canoes”

When Tom came of age, as the war in Indochina
raged, he enlisted in the Navy for a four-year stint.
That was in 1966, and they sent him off for a full
year of schooling at Great Lakes. He learned boat
engine mechanics there, and then was sent to Short
School in San Diego for Swift Boats. Then it was off
to Vietnam, specifically, Qui Nhon, a coastal city on
Dam Thi Nai. Late one night, the base where Tom
was stationed was attacked by the Viet Cong. Tom
escaped with a flesh wound that earned him a Purple
Heart, and he hoped a return stateside. “But they just

Edge of a Dream by Tom Chambers

stitched it up and sent me back to the base,” he says.

Later, Tom returned to Norfolk and was stationed on
a World War II destroyer in the Mediterranean, then
back again to Asia, this time aboard a guided missile
cruiser in the Pacific off the coast of Viet Nam. “We

refueled helicopters and did helicopter operations;’
says Tom. “I was in charge of the fuel”

After his stint was up, having seen what he saw of
the bright shining lie, Tom returned to the family
farm. He would work half a year in Lancaster as a

By CHARLES MCGUIGAN
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mechanic, and then come spring would hit the road,
obsessed now with travel. “Id hitchhiked all over
Canada a couple of times,” he says. “I took a van all
over the states, hitchhiked through the states”

He did that for about four years, and then by the
mid-seventies he and his four brothers did what a
lot of young people were doing at the time, rejecting
a culture that embraced money above all else. “We
decided to go back to the land like all the hippies,
says Tom. “And we ran the farm for five years, just
the brothers and various girlfriends” They weren't
particularly good farmers, but an uncle who lived
nearby showed them how to do it right. They quickly
learned that tobacco and pigs were more trouble
than they were worth. “Pigs are horrible,” he says.
“And tobacco was a mistake. I think once you figured
it out you were getting thirty to forty cents an hour
on tobacco. But by the end of five years our crops
were probably up to speed as far as output. ”

By the time the five brothers called it quits, Tom was
growing increasingly restless. He needed the kind of
change that only comes with travel, so he headed down
to the Virgin Islands. He settled into life in Charlotte
Amelie on Saint Thomas, found a job in a boatyard as
a maintenance mechanic working on charter sailboats.
Tom didn't have a car so depended on his thumb for
local travel. A young woman picked him up on a cou-
ple of occasions, and Tom was drawn to her. “She lived
near me so I kind of knew when she was going to be
driving by each morning, so Id run out and stick out

MAIN STREET LAW

Traffic Violations

Family Law

EDUCATION:

University of Richmond,
TC Williams School of Law, JD

University of Richmond, Robins
School of Business, MBA

North Carolina State
University, BA

PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS AND
MEMBERSHIPS:

Richmond Criminal Bar
Association

( )
John G LaFratta The Car.]e
Criminal Law CO n n eCtI O n

Estate Planning m g“’““?

Virginia Bar Association

Richmond Juvenile Bar
Association

Caroline County Bar
Association
john@mainstlaw.com
804.355.1800

Sign up for a caning class!
Class Saturday mornings
Tuesday-Friday, 10-6; Saturday,10-2
Specializing in fine antique and
your everyday furniture

6941 Lakeside Avenue
Richmond

261-6555

| DONTALWAYS

{  LEAVE NORTHSIDE.

BUTWHEN 1 DD,

COME EAT, DRINK AND PEOPLE WATCH
ON OUR DOG-FRIENDLY PATIO

RICHMOND'’S ORIGINAL CRAFT BEER BAR
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE DEVIL'S TRIANGLE

2920 PARK AVE
804 340 2920 NIGHTS

JOIN US FOR WEEKEND BRUNCH, WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY 9-11
TRIVIA

THURSDAY 9-11
MUSIC BINGO

WITH FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS & PRIZES!

& THE BEST BURGERS IN TOWN
NORTHSIDE OWNED & OPERATED BELLEVUE NIGHT
SHEPPARDSTREETTAVERN.COM WITH LAKESIDE OR

NORTHSIDE

LAKESIDE NIGHT
THURSDAY

BELLEVUE ADDRESS
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my thumb,” he says with a smile. He
gestures toward the ceiling of this fairly
new and spacious addition to the clas-
sic American Four Square in Bellevue
he and his wife have called home for
more than three decades. “Turns out
that young woman who picked me up
in Saint Thomas is upstairs right now;’
he says. ”That's how I met my wife, that's
how I met Sally”

Sally was a teacher and the pair fell
in love and within the year moved to
Gainesville, Florida where she returned
to school at University of Florida, stud-
ying to become a middle school coun-
sellor. While she attended school, Tom
worked in greenhouses, employing
his experience as a farmer. After Sally
graduated, the couple moved to Sara-
sota where Tom enrolled in the Ring-
ling College of Art and Design, which
ranks as one of the nation’s premier art
schools for animation.

Tom studied graphic design and
worked on the school magazine. After
graduation, he went to work for a re-
gional art magazine, but he and Sally
had no intention of settling in Florida.
For one thing, the traffic, even back
then, was abominable. And the place
seemed entirely rootless.

“So we put up two big maps of the US
on the wall;” Tom says. “I circled all my
areas of choice in blue, and Sally circled
hers in red. Where they overlapped
was Richmond.” After moving to Rich-
mond, Sally went to work as middle
school counsellor at Collegiate, a posi-
tion she held for the next 33 years until
her retirement just this past year. And
Tom landed a job with Riddick Adver-
tising, which at the time was design-
ing and pasting up a local magazine.
“They needed someone to work on
Richmond magazine which was called
Richmond Surroundings at that time,”
says Tom. “So I worked at Riddick for
five years on Richmond Surroundings,
which changed to Richmond maga-
zine while I was still there”

They had given him free rein with the
design of the publication. “I could call
the shots as far as the design went,” he
says. “So I took it from something that
looked like a newsletter and turned it
into a magazine. I had fun studying
other city magazines and playing with
design, and playing with typography
and changed it” On about the time
when Tom left Riddick, the entire print
industry was taking baby steps into the
digital age. “Thats when computers
started happening;” Tom recalls.

While he was still at Riddick, Tom be-
gan using a revolutionary, image-ed-
iting program that would change his
life, and the direction of his art forever.

Spring’s Landfall by Tom Chambers

“Riddick got one of the first copies of
Photoshop,” says Tom. “We didn't re-
ally know what to use it for, but we had
fun copying eyeballs into the middle
of someone’s forehead. You know, do-
ing dumb stuff like that?”

Tom immersed himself in comput-
ers and Photoshop, and began learn-
ing how to manipulate these tools. He
went to work for Proctor-Silex (which
would later become Hamilton Beach/
Proctor-Silex) in Glen Allen, where he
designed boxes for everything from
coffee makers to toasters. “I was an
in-house graphic designer and I did
packaging,’ he says.

In the evenings, after staring at a
computer screen for eight hours,
Tom would come home and work
some more at the computer, refining
his skills in Photoshop, but he wasn’t
working on corporate packaging. I
found that Photoshop was a great cre-
ative outlet,” he says.
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One of his other creative outlets was
the art of photography, and because
he and Sally loved travelling, Tom had
amassed an impressive collection of
photos. “I was using vacation shots
and putting elements into those vaca-
tion shots,” he says.

Bit by bit, Photoshop was becoming
more sophisticated, and to stay ahead
of the curve, Tom learned every new
permutation of the program. “By then
Photo Shop was using layers so I could
cut from a different photo, place it into
the background, move it around, re-
position it, adjust the color so that eve-
rything looked seamless,” says Tom. “I
could make these images a little edgy
like maybe this shouldn’t be happen-
ing. After I worked at it for awhile, I
decided to try to make things look
possible, like they could possibly hap-
pen, but they were improbable, prob-
ably wouldn't happen”

Tom opens a large coftee table book
of his work called “Hearts and Bones”

which features the first nine series he
has created. He points to one image
called Feeding Time from the Entrop-
ic Kingdom series. “Like this one, it’s
very improbable that a sheep would be
eating from a burning hay stack, but it
could happen,” he says. “The type of
artI do is photo montage. I take differ-
ent pictures, including backgrounds
and other elements, and I combine
them into one image”

There’s something akin to surrealism
in his work, but Toms art has a much
more lyrical quality and narrative
style. When I suggest magic realism,
Tom nods.

“I didn't realize that at first, until may-
be after I was halfway through the first
series and somebody pointed out that
this is magic realism,” he says. “And I
said, ‘What?” And I looked it up. That
person was right. I think if someone
was describing the genre I work in it
would have to be magic realism”



From his series Ilumination, Tom
shows me a piece that depicts a seated
woman holding a full-grown man, who
is lifeless, in her lap. It is a Stabat Ma-
ter, and luminous orbs, like halos, are
suspended behind the heads of both
subjects. It is titled Pieta after the Re-
naissance master’s iconic sculpture, and
Tom explains that he had trouble with
the two figures. “I had to do two differ-
ent shots, because the Mary figure and
the Jesus figure didn't really fit together;”
he says. “That’s husband and wife factu-
ally, and he was so much bigger than
her, she couldn't really hold him on her
lap so I had to reduce him in size to
make it look like he was on her lap”

Turns out the old master had a similar
problem. “Irecently read abook about
Michelangelo,” Tom says. “When he
actually did the Pieta he reduced the
size of Jesus compared to Mary to
make it look good. I thought that was
pretty cool. Even though I am doing it
digitally, I still have the same problems
he had to work through?”

On the facing page is an image of
a woman dressed in a white, lace-
rimmed gown. Her hands, palms for-
ward, shield her eyes. And the palms

are pierced through and bleeding, a
living stigmata. In front of her grows
a small sapling, its leave a rich green in
stark contrast to the landscape behind
her which is dark and ominous. She is
flanked by a lamb on one side, and a
goat on the other. Like The Pieta, this
imagery is undeniably religious. But it
is not the religious context that moves
Tom to create these pieces.

“People may think I have a lot of re-
ligious iconography in my work, but
that doesnt mean I'm religious,” he
says. “I embrace the magical aspect of
the religion”

Tom considers the trips he and Sally
have made to Mexico over the years.
“Religious icons in that type of art re-
ally inspired this type of work;” he says.
“In Mexico we would see how people
embrace that magic. Even though
theyre the poorest people on earth,
they will give whatever they have to
their church?”

Many of the subjects in the images
that Tom creates are young women
and girls. They are seen in vast land-
scapes and often with animals of one
kind or other—horses, wolves, a griz-

MEDITERRANEAN KITCHEN

4017 MACARTHUR AVENUE
RICHMOND, VA 23227
(804) 525-4576

INFO@DEMISRVA.COM

Tuesday — Thursday 5pm — 10pm
Friday & Saturday 5pm — 11pm
Sunday 5pm - 9pm

\CtOME NCE WITH US!

~

(Natalie _ylfcind?&udréy) at

SCOTT BOYER TEACHES DANCE
Ages 3 to adulty riced ﬁ*oNZlO

804-7981
scotthoyerteachesdan

364. N\ \
”'Ea?y\ahoo.com

\

4030 MACARTHUR AVENUE - 266-3167

Monday thru Saturday
9 am to Midnight
Sunday 10 am to 3
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Serving locally farmed
produce, poultry, and
meat with vegetarian,
vegan, & gluten free
options available.

OPEN 11am-10pm Mon-Fri
9am-10pm Sat & Sun

DINE IN » TAKE OUT

ENJOY BRUNCH
Sat & Sun 9am-2pm

Weekly Specials:
Sun - Specialty Burgers
5pm-close

Mon - Vegetarian & Vegan
Specials all day

Tues « Family Style Pasta Night
6pm-close

Wed - Wing it Wednesday
with $5 wing specials

Happy Hour - Mon-Fri 3-7pm

Located in Richmond VA’s
historic Bellevue District at

4023 MacArthur
Avenue

804 716 1196

www.themillrva.com

zly bear, sheep, deer, birds of every
sort, to name a few. Their relationships
with the natural world are not in any
way confrontational; they are at home
with the wild, and seem to share an
empathy and a deep concern for the
environment, much like the animals
who are being threatened out of ex-
istence, along with the entire human
race. And the girls, like the animals,
seem to understand this, but they are
more than just familiars. They seem
integrally linked by spirit.

“A couple of my series are about the en-
vironment and how animals cope with
the changing environment,” Tom says.
“Theres one series called Animal Vi-
sions that has to do with the environ-
ment being out of whack. There’s one of
a girl with the wolves. People and ani-
mals relating to each other, and not nec-
essarily on a violent basis. 'm showing
animals and humans on the same level”

Toms most recent series will have its
Richmond premiere at Glave Kocen
Gallery this December. Called Tales of
Heroines, each image in the series tells
astory about a different young woman.
If you, as a man, are fortunate enough
to have a daughter you will understand
what Tom is getting at in this series.
Having been one of five boys grow-
ing up, Tom didn’t have the benefit of
watching a girl become a young wom-
an. But he and Sally had a girl who is
now a woman. ‘All the portraits in
this series are of young women, full-
length, standing and facing the camera
directly;” he says. “Each image has an
arched top. In these works I was trying
to describe the strength and resiliency I
saw in young women, what I saw as my
daughter was growing up. I really didn’t
understand it until I had my daughter”

We look out into his back yard, which
has the benefit of a canopy of trees.
“Tll shoot the kids back here in the
shade;” Tom says, referring to the sub-
jects he uses for his images. “I have to
be careful about direction of light. If
the background has light coming at a
certain direction, the figure or the ele-
ments that I place into the background
have to have the light coming from the
same direction. I'll shoot on cloudy
days or in the shadows. When I photo-
graph my backgrounds its on cloudy
days, too, so everything matches up.”

As the image comes together, Tom be-
gins adjusting the color and the con-
trast. And then he begins fine-tuning
it even further to soften hard edges so
the figures blends into the background.

“So I'll put it altogether in Photoshop,
and T'll typically have thirty or forty
layers of stuff;” says Tom. “Every little
thing, even if its a bird in the sky, gets
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an individual layer. And then in Photo
Shop you can do adjustment layers”

As the image finally emerges as Tom
initially envisioned it, he has to make
the most difficult decision of all. “The
hardest part is knowing when you're
done,” he says. “With Photoshop it’s
hard to stay out of the cornball range.
If you try to do too much, or make it
look too weird, it looks cornballish. I
never want that”

Tom Chambers’ work is now represent-
ed by art galleries here and abroad, in-
cluding Chase Young Gallery in Boston,
Gilman Contemporary in Sun Valley,
Snap! In Orlando, and AFK Gallery in
Lisbon, Portugal. And then there’s Pho-
to-Eye in Santa Fe. “Photo-eye is one of
the best galleries in the country, says
Tom. “It was a big deal getting picked up
by them, and once I was on their web-
site it was real high exposure, a lot of
people were seeing my work.”

As I thumb through the book later in
the afternoon, long after the interview
is over, ] am overwhelmed by the imag-
es. Some are edgy, others slightly mel-
ancholic. But what gets me about all of
them is that each one in its distinctive
way suggests that the center is failing
away, that there is something terribly
out of kilter, that there is innocence
lost, that there may be, just beyond that
stark horizon, a nameless dread; yet
despite it all, or perhaps because of it
all, there is a joy in that singular mo-
ment of being captured in that image,

and a celebration of the strange com-
plexity of the globe we must all share.

And as Tlook at these images that hint
at what is not right, I think of my chil-
dren and all of the animals we have
known through the years, and our
beloved Earth, and I can hear some

of the last words Tom spoke to me in
what seemed like disbelief.

“It's almost too late right now to stop
whats happening,” he said. “It should
have happened ten years ago. We can
still do things to slow it down, and
who knows . . .

Tom stopped in the middle of that
sentence as if he had struck a column
of concrete. Reality gripped him. “Un-
fortunately people are too much about
their wallet, he said. “I don’t know
whats going to happen. I imagine
we're going to wind up destroying our-
selves and at that point the world will
rebound because we won't be here”

But then there was a magic, and not
the sleight-of-hand variety. Tom re-
membered the trips he and his wife
had taken to Iceland. “Youd be driving
along, and random steam would be
shooting out of the ground, anywhere,
everywhere,” Tom Chambers told me.
“Iceland is one country that really has
it down as far as ecological advance-
ments. They are fully self-sufficient. It's
all hydroelectric, or they’re harnessing
geothermal power”

“Maybe,” he said. “We can learn”
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BOOK REVIEW

The League of Wives
Challenging the
U.S. Government

by FRAN WITHROW

Y 1970, THE VIETNAM
War had been raging
for 15 years. The United
States had been actively
involved for six of those
years, trying to keep
South Vietnam from
falling into the hands of Communist
North Vietnam. President Lyndon
Johnson ordered the first air strikes
in 1964, and the war dragged on until
1973, when the United States finally
threw in the towel and pulled out.

From 1964 on, US. pilots who had been
shot down were held as prisoners of war
in Southeast Asia. Tortured, neglected,
and denied access to medical care, their
plight was horrendous. But they had un-
expected allies: their wives back home,
who fought relentlessly for their release.
“The League of Wives” is the story of
how these women defied governmental
protocol to bring their husbands home.

In the 1960s, military wives were ex-
pected to be obedient, respectful, and
stand behind their men. Books like
“The Navy Wife” laid out specific rules
for how these women should act. It is
no surprise then that when the wives
learned their husbands had been taken
captive, they initially obeyed govern-
ment orders to “keep quiet” Even when
POW Jerry Denton brilliantly blinked
T-O-R-T-U-R-E in Morse Code dur-
ing a television interview, government
officials decided that keeping this in-
formation private was the best way to
help the captured servicemen.

At first the wives followed this proto-
col. But years passed, with prisoners
being refused basic necessities laid out
by the Geneva Convention. Fed up, the
women decided to take action. Slowly
they transformed themselves from de-
mure, quiet helpmates to strong, deter-
mined advocates. They met with U.S.
leaders, wrote letters, and even traveled
to Paris to meet with North Vietnam-
ese delegates. They organized by cre-
ating the National League of Families
for Prisoners and Missing in Southeast
Asia, and their decision to defy the
government and publicize their hus-
bands’ treatment made a difference.

In 1973, the surviving men came home.

<& UNTOLD sTORY
-
WOMEN Wia roox 0N s GOVERNMENT
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Author Heath Hardage Lee personal-
izes this story, sharing the hardships
faced by women like Jane Denton, Sy-
bil Stockdale, and Andrea Rand. Lee
describes not just the struggles these
women faced in trying to help their
husbands, but also the crushing real-
ity they dealt with in managing their
home lives as single parents. Many
worked full-time, and some were in fi-
nancial straits because they could not
complete monetary transactions with-
out their missing husbands’ approval.

While these accounts are fascinat-
ing, Lee does not delve into oppos-
ing views surrounding this war. One
protester asked the wives about all
the Vietnamese civilian casualties: the
devastation wrought by Agent Orange
and the 1972 napalm attack which
caused such horrific suffering to civil-
ians. Were the POW-MIAs more im-
portant than the war-torn Southeast
Asians? This question is not answered,
perhaps because Lee felt it beyond the
scope of this book. Despite that, this
is an intriguing account about a little
known aspect of the Vietnam War.

From now until September 2, there is
an exhibit at the Virginia Museum of
History about the League of Wives if
you would like to learn more.

The League of Wives: The Untold
Story of the Women Who Took on
the U.S. Government to Bring
Their Husbands Home

By Heath Hardage Lee, $28.99, St.
Martins Press, 336 pages

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION by DOUG DOBEY



Call Me by Eric Eaton.

Eric Eaton
and Bob
Scott At Eric
Schindler

“In A Manner of Speaking” new works
by Eric Eaton and Bob Scott coming to
Eric Schindler Gallery September 13
through October 12. Opening recep-
tion 7-9pm September 13.

Eric Schindler Gallery
2305 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA
23223. (804) 644-5005

tt Clark.

Columbus Day by Sco

SCOTT CLARK PAINTINGS

AT STIR CRAZY CAFE

Through September, Stir Crazy Café is
featuring the paintings of Scott Clark,
who is a visual artist as well as a drum-
mer and a composer and artist. Scott
Clark has been performing in the
Richmond area for almost two dec-
ades. Before his current exhibition at
Stir Crazy, he had a show at Black Iris
Gallery that coincided with the release
of his last musical work called ToNow.
The paintings, and the music, were
inspired by the Standing Rock protest
on the Standing Rock reservation in
North Dakota.

Stir Crazy Café
4015 MacArthur Ave, Richmond, VA
23227. (804) 864-0264

FROM RICHMOND'S

PREMIER JEWELERS

UP to 50% off our entire stock

Wait till you see our new space and what
we’ve got in store for you!

Yo Monday-Friday 10-6
;:( Saturday-Sunday 12-5

.- 3141 West Cary Street
KAMBOUR|AN Richmond, VA 23221
| EWELERS 804 254 4653

Artfully Yours. kambourianjewelers.com
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& Nostalgic candies for the kids.

& Selection of cheeses; crackers,
chips and sauces.

& Wine Tastings Every Friday Night!

& One of the most extensive wine
and beer selections in Richmond...
something to fit every wallet.

Thanks to everyone who
attended and participated

Oktoberfest

in this year’s - inal
: is coming!
Nuhonul September 28

Night Out 15 P

- Free Order Your
Friday Night Movies Stock Up for Your [l Keas For Summer

(Requests For Your Favorite 1T
Summer Picnics

Movies Encouraged)

Parties

Beer & Wine Tastings Every Friday 5-8 pm

Open 7 Days A Week
Sunday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm | Friday & Saturday 11 am - 11 pm.

4009 MacArthur Avenue Phone: 726-WINE (9463) FAX: 726-VINE (8463)
To get on our e-mail list log on to onceuponavine@aol.com
Look For Us On Instagram, Follow Us On Twitter

OnceUponAVine.us FACEBOOK

JOIN US ON ‘f
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HIDDEN

HISTORIES

Freed
Slaves
Created
Memorial
Day

by JACK R. JOHNSON

N HIS BOOK RACE AND
Reunion: The Civil War in Amer-
ican Memory, Professor David W.
Blight declared that our first offi-
cial recognition of Memorial Day
began not with Union Soldiers,
or Confederate soldiers for that
matter. But rather with liberated slaves
who wished to honor the Union Dead.
According to the Charleston Post and
Courier, on a Monday morning, May,
1865, nearly 10,000 former slaves
marched onto the grounds of the
old Washington Race Course, where
wealthy Charleston planters and so-
cialites had gathered in old times. Dur-
ing the final year of the war, the track
had been turned into a prison camp.
Hundreds of Union soldiers died there
and were buried in mass graves.

For two weeks in April, former slaves
had worked to re-inter the Union sol-
diers in proper individual graves.

On May 1, 1865, they sought to give
them a proper funeral. The procession
began at 9 a.m. as 2,800 black school
children marched by their graves, soft-
ly singing “John Brown’s Body”

According to the Post and Courier,
Former slave children strew flowers on
the graves as they walked past. After
“John Browns Body;” they sang “The
Star Spangled Banner;” “America” and
“Rally Round the Flag” By the end, the
graves looked like a massive mound of
rose petals.

Soon, their voices would give way to
the sermons of preachers, then prayer
and — later — picnics. It was May 1,
1865 — they called it Decoration Day,
but on that day, former Charleston
slaves started a tradition that would
come to be known as Memorial Day.
The first official declaration of Memo-
rial Day came decades later in 1971, as
a federal holiday by Congress.



LAKESIDE

FARMERS' MARKET

Open Year Round
More Info at www.LakesideFarmersMarket.net

WELCOME TO THE TWELFTH SEASON AT LAKESIDE TOWNE CENTER
6110 LAKESIDE AVENUE | HENRICO/RICHMOND VA 23228

OFFERING FARM RAISED PRODUCTS, BAKED GOODS, FRESH SEAFQQD,
AND PLANTS AND FLOWERS

YEAR ROUND FARMERS' MARKET
THE FARMERS" MARKET WILL BE OPEN SATURDAY MORNINGS AND WEDNESDAYS.
FOR MARKET HOURS VISIT US ON FACEBOOK.
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LAKES IDE FARMER> MARKE I

THINK. SHOP BUY. keside T,
f usiness MARKET
ssociation

Visit us on FACEBOOK for the latest seasonal hours
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Bea,utiﬁ/tl homes are created at the

Corner of Lakeside & Dumbarton.
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From Appliances On Lakeside to Lakeside Bedding, our
consultants will work with you to create your beautiful home.

And, we’re all under one roof! 5418 Lakeside Avenue in Richmond.
Parts for all major brands, too!(804) 266-7621
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